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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Lowestoft. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  health  of  the  Borough  for  the 
year  1969,  which  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 

The  mid-year  population  estimate  provided  by  the  Registrar- 
General  has  increased  by  880  over  the  1968  figure  to  50,730.  The  total 
number  of  live  and  stillbirths  (791)  in  1969  was  less  by  51  than  in  1968, 
and  the  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  population  was  the  same  as  the  adjusted 
rate  for  England  and  Wales.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  although 
the  actual  number  of  births  fell  from  the  previous  year,  the  population 
of  the  town  is  still  steadily  increasing.  The  number  of  stillbirths 
fell  by  seven  (15  in  1968  against  eight  in  1969)  and  the  number  of 
infant  deaths  under  one  year  also  decreased  (18  in  1968  against  13  in 
1969),  both  these  figures  are  well  below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

154  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  recorded  in  1969,  80 
of  which  were  in  respect  of  Measles,  and  43  Scarlet  Fever  (due  mainly 
to  an  outbreak  at  Ashley  Downs  School). 

I  am  grateful  to  the  General  Manager  of  the  East  Anglian  Water 
Company,  the  Borough  Surveyor,  and  the  Borough  Treasurer,  who 
have  contributed  reports  and  statistics  concerning  water  supply, 
sewerage  and  public  cleansing,  meteorology  and  other  data.  I  would 
like  to  add  that  the  position  regarding  the  fluoridation  of  the  water 
supply  in  the  town  remains  unchanged.  Although  our  Committee 
decided  in  favour  of  fluoridation  some  of  the  adjacent  authorities 
voted  against  it.  The  local  water  authorities  cannot  fluoridate  water 
supplies  until  all  the  health  authorities  in  the  area  are  agreeable.  The 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  in  a  recent  circular  has 
requested  local  health  authorities  to  review  the  position  as  to  fluori¬ 
dation  of  public  water  supplies. 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  Cormack,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  for 
his  detailed  report  on  all  aspects  of  environmental  work  in  the  de¬ 
partment. 
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I  express  my  thanks  to  you  Mr.  Mayor,  and  to  members  of  the 
Council  for  the  support  given  to  me  and  to  staff  of  the  Health 
Department. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  C.  GEE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  Department, 
Clapham  Road, 
Lowestoft. 

June ,  1970. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  4,796  acres  (Census  1961). 

Area  (including  foreshore):  5,640  acres. 

Population:  45,730  (Census,  1961). 

50,730  (Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate). 

Number  of  private  households:  15,319  (Census,  1961). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books  at  31st  March, 
1970:  18,000  (estimated). 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1969:  .£2,029,629. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1969/70:  £8, 200  (estimated). 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


LOWESTOFT 

England 

and 

Wales 

rates 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Crude 

rate 

Adjusted 

rate 

Live  births — 
legitimate 

732 

366 

366 

illegitimate  . 

56 

28 

28 

— 

— 

— 

total  . 

788 

394 

394 

— 

— 

— 

Live  birth  rate  per 
1,000  population 

— 

— 

— 

15  *5 

16-3 

16-3 

Stillbirths — 
legitimate 

8 

6 

? 

iW 

illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

total  . 

8 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Stillbirth  rate  per 
1,000  live  and 
stillbirths  . 

10-0 

8-8 

13-0 

Total  live  and 
stillbirths  . 

796 

400 

396 

— 

— 

— 

Infant  deaths — 
under  one  year — 

legitimate 

12 

7 

5 

illegitimate  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

total  . 

13 

8 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Infant  mortality 
rate  per  1,000 
livebirths  . 

16-0 

14-0 

18-0 

4 


LOWESTOFT 

England 

and 

Wales 

rates 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Crude 

rate 

Adjusted 

rate 

Infant  mortality 
rate  (legitimate 
infant  deaths  per 
1,000  legitimate 
livebirths) . 

16-0 

14-0 

17-0 

Infant  mortality 
rate  (illegitimate 
infant  deaths  per 
1,000  illegitimate 
livebirths) . 

18-0 

15-8 

25-0 

Infant  deaths — 
under  four  weeks 
legitimate 

9 

6 

3 

illegitimate  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

total  . 

10 

7 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Neo-natal  (first 
four  weeks)  mor¬ 
tality  rate  per 
1,000  livebirths 

13-0 

11-4 

12-0 

Infant  deaths — 
under  one  week — 
legitimate 

9 

6 

3 

illegitimate  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

total  . 

10 

7 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Early  neo-natal 
(under  one  week) 
mortality  rate  per 
1,000  livebirths 

13-0 

11-4 

10-0 

Perinatal  mor¬ 
tality  rate  (still 
births  and  deaths 
under  one  week 
per  1,000  total 
liveandstillbirths) 

23-0 

20-2 

23-0 

Maternal  deaths 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Maternal  mor¬ 
tality  rate  per 
1,000  live  and 
stillbirths  . 

0-19 

Deaths  from  all 

causes  . 

618 

326 

292 

— 

— 

— 

Death  rate  per 
1,000  population 

— 

— 

— 

12-2 

10-7 

11-9 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Other  Tuberculosis,  including  late  effects 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm — buccal  cavity,  etc . 

2 

— 

2 

,,  ,,  — oesophagus 

2 

1 

1 

,,  ,,  — intestine 

14 

6 

8 

„  „  —larynx  . 

3 

2 

1 

,,  ,,  — prostate 

8 

8 

— 

,,  ,,  — stomach 

23 

15 

8 

,,  ,,  — lung,  bronchus 

29 

27 

2 

,,  ,,  — breast  . 

12 

— 

12 

,,  ,,  — uterus  . 

6 

— 

6 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

1 

— 

1 

Leukaemia  . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  malignant  neoplasms,  etc. 

40 

20 

20 

Diabetes  mellitus 

2 

1 

1 

Other  endocrine,  etc.,  diseases . 

1 

— 

1 

Other  diseases  of  blood,  etc . 

1 

1 

— 

Mental  disorders 

1 

— 

1 

Anaemias 

— 

— 

— 

Meningitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system,  etc . 

4 

3 

1 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

8 

2 

6 

Hypertensive  disease  . 

10 

6 

4 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

148 

86 

62 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

30 

12 

18 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

87 

40 

47 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

37 

18 

19 

Influenza 

4 

2 

2 

Pneumonia  . 

53 

25 

28 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

15 

10 

5 

Asthma 

4 

1 

3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

5 

3 

2 

Peptic  ulcer . 

7 

5 

2 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

2 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

3 

2 

1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

7 

2 

5 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

4 

2 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

3 

— 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system 

1 

— 

1 

Disease  of  skin,  subcutaneous  tissue 

1 

1 

— 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

3 

— 

3 

Congenital  anomalies . 

3 

2 

1 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 

5 

4 

1 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

3 

1 

2 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 

3 

2 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

7 

4 

3 

All  other  accidents 

10 

4 

6 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

4 

2 

2 

All  other  external  causes 

1 

1 

— 

618 

326 

292 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Notifications  of  the  following  infectious  diseases  were  received 
during  the  year  (1968  figures  shown  bracketed): — 


Scarlet  Fever  .  43  (15) 

Whooping  Cough  .  25  (23) 

Measles  .  80  (607) 

Tuberculosis  (Resp.)  —  (2) 

Food  Poisoning  (Salmonella) .  1  (1) 

Sonne  Shigella  .  1  ( — ) 

Infective  Hepatitis .  3  (2) 

Pneumonia  —  (4) 

Erysipelas .  —  (2) 

Encephalitis  1  (1) 


TUBERCULOSIS 
Summary  of  Tuberculosis  Register,  1969 


Males 

Females 

Pul¬ 

monary 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

Pul¬ 

monary 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

Total 

Number  of  cases  onthe 
Register  at  31st  Dec¬ 
ember,  1968 

145 

27 

108 

21 

301 

Numberofcasesadded 
during  the  year 

3 

1 

2 

1 

7 

Number  of  cases  re¬ 
moved  during  the  year 

29 

9 

21 

10 

69 

Number  of  cases  onthe 
Register  at  31st  Dec¬ 
ember,  1969 

119 

19 

89 

12 

239 

Cases  Added  to 

the  Register 

Cases  Removed  from 

the  Register 

New  notifications 

4 

Recovered 

49 

Inward  Transfers 

3 

Died 

— 

Removed  to  other 

areas  20 

7 

69 

Tuberculosis  patients  and  their  families  remain  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  Dr.  I.  M.  Young,  Consultant  Chest  Physician,  to  whom 
Miss  Stiles,  one  of  the  County  Council’s  health  visitors  is  attached  for 
domiciliary  visiting  of  the  households. 
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STAFF  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


The  following  categories  of  staff  were  medically  examined  during 
the  year  for  the  Borough,  the  County  Council  and  other  local 
authorities : — 

Teachers  for  appointment  or  for  admission  to  training 

colleges  .  .  .  .  .  88 

Local  government  employees  for  entry  into  super¬ 
annuation  and  sick  pay  schemes,  or  on  retirement  .  12 

School  Meals  Canteen  employees  .  .  .  16 

Local  Government  employees  staff  medical  enquiry 

forms  reviewed  .  .  .  .  50 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


Number 
of  Cases 
dealt  with 

Maternity  ......  .  .  .  .  48 

Chronic  sick,  aged  and  infirm  .  .  .  683 

Number  of  Home  Helps  working  at  31st  December,  1970 — 200 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS 

The  quantity  of  the  various  items  issued  was  as  follows  (1968 
figures  bracketed): — 

National  Dried  Milk,  full  cream,  tins  3,034  (2,627) 

National  Dried  Milk,  half  cream,  tins  —  ( — ) 

Orange  Juice,  bottles  .  .  .  11,422  (10,788) 

Cod  Liver  Oil,  bottles  .  1,125  (1,011) 

Vitamin  A  and  D,  packets .  1,302  (1,142) 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Water  is  supplied  to  the  whole  of  the  town  by  the  East  Anglian 
Water  Company  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  General  Manager,  J.  M. 
Boon,  Esq.,  f.c.i.s.,  f.i.a.c.,  for  the  following  information. 

The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality.  Bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  are  made  of  the  raw  water  at  monthly  intervals. 
The  water  leaving  the  treatment  works  at  Lound  is  examined  at  fort¬ 
nightly  intervals  and  water  supplied  to  the  consumer  is  examined  at 
weekly  intervals.  Monthly  samples  are  taken  in  Lowestoft  and  sub¬ 
mitted  for  full  chemical  analysis.  The  fluoride  content  of  the  water 
has  changed  very  little  between  0  •  1  and  0  •  2  parts  per  million. 

The  water  supply  does  not  have  plumbo  solvent  action  which  could 
be  injurious  to  health. 

No  cases  of  contamination  of  the  water  distributed  tc  the  public 
have  arisen  during  the  year. 

There  are  no  standpipes  in  use  in  the  borough. 

A  copy  of  the  report  on  a  water  sample  taken  on  the  16th  December, 
1969,  is  reproduced  below. 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a 
reaction  slightly  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals. 
The  water  is  hard  in  character  but  its  hardness  and  its  content  of 
mineral  and  saline  constituents  in  solution  are  not  excessive.  It  is  of 
very  satisfactory  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity. 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million  (Mg/L) 

Appearance 

Bright  with  a  few  particles 

Colour  (Hazen) 

8 

PH 

7-4 

Electric  Conductivity 

520 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride . 

57 

Hardness:  Total 

?onf  Carbonate  125 
\  Non-carbonate  105 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

4-0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0-03 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0-08 

Metals 

Iron,  Zinc,  Copper, 

Lead — Absent 

Turbidity  . 

Less  than:  1 

Odour 

Faint  “earthy” 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

11 

Dissolved  Solids  dried  at  180°C. 

380 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 

125 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Absent 

Oxygen  Absorbed  . 

1-4 

Residual  Chlorine  . 

0-07 
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Bacteriological 

Number  of  colonies  developing  on  Agar 


1  day  at  37°C. 

2  days  at  37°C.  3  days  at  20-22°C. 

0  per  million 

0  per  million 

0 

per  million 

Present 

Absent 

Most 

in 

from 

probable  No. 

Presumptive  Coliform 

reaction  . 

—  ml. 

100  ml. 

0  per  100  ml. 

E.  coli  (Type  1) 

—  ml. 

100  ml. 

0  per  100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  reaction  . 

100  ml. 

10  ml. 

These  results  indicate  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  uses. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  following  report  on  Drainage,  Sewerage,  Public  Cleansing  and 
Street  Cleansing  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Borough  Engineer 
and  Surveyor,  D.  J.  E.  Hone,  Esq.,  b.Sc.(eng.),  a.m.i.c.e.,  who  is 
responsible  for  these  services. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Work  on  Phases  I  and  II  of  the  Main  Drainage  Scheme  (for  which 
the  Consulting  Engineers  are  Messrs.  J.  D.  &  D.  M.  Watson  of  West¬ 
minster)  continued  with  Mr.  Alan  King  undertaking  both  contracts. 
Both  contracts  are  expected  to  be  completed  early  in  1970. 

Work  on  Phase  IIIA  of  the  Main  Drainage  Scheme,  which  is  largely 
concerned  with  the  Gunton  area  of  the  Borough,  started  early  in  1969, 
with  Messrs.  H.  R.  Holmes  &  Sons  Limited  undertaking  the  contract. 
Only  the  commissioning  of  the  Pleasurewood  Hill  pumping  station 
is  required  to  complete  the  Phase  in  1970. 

The  contract  for  Phase  IIIB  of  the  Scheme  provides  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  new  sea  outfall,  and  was  awarded  to  Messrs.  Taylor 
Woodrow  Construction  Limited  in  June,  1969.  The  scheme  involves 
the  driving  of  a  seven  feet  internal  diameter  tunnel,  3,500  feet  long, 
eastwards  from  Ness  Point.  Work  started  in  July,  1969,  and  is 
expected  to  be  completed  in  two  years. 

Two  major  steps  in  the  Main  Drainage  Scheme  were  undoubtedly 
the  commissioning  of  the  Bridge  pumping  station  in  August,  1969, 
and  the  Ness  Point  pumping  station  in  December,  1969.  Although 
minor  teething  troubles  have  been  experienced,  both  pumping  stations 
appear  to  be  functioning  satisfactorily,  and  the  risk  of  further  serious 
flooding  in  the  town  is  now  very  considerably  reduced. 

The  surface  water  sewers  in  Gunton  Church  Lane  and  Hall  Road 
were  completed  during  the  year,  as  was  the  sewering  of  the  Oulton 
Industrial  Estate,  and  the  first  two  phases  of  the  scheme  for  the  Gisle- 
ham  Industrial  Estate. 

Schemes  envisaged  for  1970  include  the  construction  of  surface 
water  sewers  in  Hubbards  Loke  and  Borrow  Road,  and  the  sewering 
of  the  Beeches  Estate  extension. 
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Public  Cleansing 

Pail  closets  emptied  by  Corporation  .  .  36 

Cesspools  emptied  by  Corporation  .  .  180 

Refuse  disposal  by  controlled  tipping  .  .  17,970  tons 

Approximate  number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is 

collected  (excluding  summer  caravans)  .  .  20,220 


Labour  for  refuse  collection : 

Thirty  loaders 

Six  drivers  (full-time) 

One  driver  (two  days  per  week) 

Refuse  collection  vehicles: 

Four  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Pakamatic  vehicles 
Two  Dennis  Pakamatic  vehicles 

Two  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  fore  and  aft  tippers  (one  summer  use, 
one  spare) 

One  Bedford  side  loader  with  night  soil  trailer  (two  days  per  week) 

Labour  at  disposal  tips: 

One  ganger 

One  driver  operating  Weatherill  Mechanical  Shovel. 

During  the  winter  months  controlled  tipping  of  refuse  took  place 
on  the  Denes,  and  during  the  summer  tipping  was  carried  out  on  two 
days  of  the  week  at  Tusting’s  pit,  off  Monckton  Avenue,  and  on  three 
days  of  the  week  at  Mrs.  Harrison’s  pit  in  Arbor  Lane. 


Street  Cleansing 

A  labour  force  of  twenty-one  was  used  in  the  summer  and  this  was 
reduced  to  nineteen  during  the  winter  when  the  service  along  the 
Esplanade  is  not  so  demanding  in  labour.  Two  orderlies  work  with 
the  driver  of  the  manulectric  truck  in  the  town  centre  whilst  the 
remainder  of  the  orderlies  operate  individually  and  the  sweepings  are 
collected  by  a  lorry  for  disposal.  Road  gulleys  are  cleansed  by  means 
of  a  gully  emptying  machine  approximately  three  times  per  year. 

Approximately  300  litter  bins  are  emptied  weekly. 

A  Johnston  suction  sweeper  with  dual  controls  is  used  for  sweeping 
carriageways  where  manual  sweeping  is  limited  or  uneconomic,  e.g., 
the  outskirts  of  the  town.  It  is  also  used  in  the  Town  Centre  very 
early  in  the  morning  to  avoid  the  traffic  problems. 

Delivery  was  taken  during  the  year  of  an  Atkinson  gritter  which 
represents  the  first  stage  of  replacing  obsolete  frost  gritters  with 
modern  machines,  as  it  is  becoming  increasingly  obvious  that  a  higher 
standard  of  snow  clearance  and  gritting  is  now  being  demanded  by  the 
motoring  public.  It  will  also  be  necessary  to  increase  the  plant  to 
deal  with  clearing  snow  from  footpaths  and  provision  is  being  made  in 
the  1970  estimates  for  a  motorised  footpath  plough/gritter  to  augment 
the  four  manually  propelled  footpath  gritters  recently  acquired. 

Provision  is  being  made  in  the  new  Central  Depot  for  increased 
storage  facilities  for  salt  and  frost  grit,  and  a  covered  store  for  winter 
maintenance  equipment. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Investigations  of  complaints  of  noise  nuisance  again  involved  much 
time  and  patience.  A  noise  level  meter  was  purchased  in  April  and 
was  found  to  be  most  useful  in  carrying  out  detailed  investigations  of 
various  sources  of  noise.  Many  of  the  investigations  had  to  be  carried 
out  late  at  night  and  early  in  the  morning,  these  being  the  periods 
when  background  noise  is  low  and  when  the  public  are  more  conscious 
of  intruding  and  disturbing  noise.  Many  people  in  factories  work  in 
conditions  where  there  is  a  very  high  level  of  noise  and  it  would  appear 
that  they  tolerate  these  conditions,  but  if  a  new  source  of  noise  starts 
up  in  their  home  surroundings  they  immediately  become  aware  of  it. 
Employers  are  now  becoming  conscious  of  the  deleterious  effects  of 
excessive  and  avoidable  noise  in  factories  and  I  was  pleased  to  note  on 
visiting  a  food  factory  in  the  borough  that  a  new  building  used  for 
food  packing  had  been  sound  proofed.  This  was  an  expensive  job 
and  acoustic  consultants  were  engaged  on  the  project.  There  is  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  this  expense  is  justified  and  the  employees  must 
benefit  by  working  in  quieter  conditions  than  those  to  which  they  had 
been  accustomed. 

The  Housing  Act,  1969,  came  into  force  during  the  year  and  with 
the  improved  grant  provisions  should  give  further  impetus  to  the 
improvement  of  houses  lacking  baths,  wash-basins,  sinks,  hot  and 
cold  water  and  indoor  water  closets.  Grant  aid  is  also  available  for 
repairs  to  houses  which  are  to  be  improved.  In  the  past  improvement 
grant  work  was  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the  Borough  Engineer 
but  since  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  became  operative  my  department 
has  been  involved  in  checking  applications  so  as  to  ensure  that  when 
the  works  of  improvement  have  been  carried  out  the  properties  will 
be  in  good  repair  and  fit  for  human  habitation.  Close  co-operation 
has  been  maintained  between  the  two  departments  and  the  system  is 
working  well.  Lowestoft’s  efforts  to  improve  housing  conditions  ever 
since  the  beginning  of  improvement  grants  is  worthy  of  mention.  By 
the  end  of  December,  1969,  over  2,200  grants  had  been  made. 

It  is  again  my  pleasure  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  all 
the  members  of  my  staff  for  the  conscientious  and  efficient  way  in 
which  they  have  carried  out  their  duties. 

HOUSING 

After  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  came  into  force  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  checked  all  applications  for  house  improvement  grants  to 
ensure  that  the  applications  included  work  to  rectify  disrepair  and 
dampness  in  the  houses  concerned.  In  several  cases  additional 
repairs  were  found  to  be  necessary  and  details  of  these  were  forwarded 
to  the  Borough  Engineer  who  in  turn  notified  the  applicants. 

A  sample  survey  of  certain  older  houses  in  the  town  was  commenced 
late  in  the  year.  This  brought  to  light  a  number  of  unfit  houses  which 
appeared  to  be  beyond  the  stage  of  repair  and  improvement.  Con¬ 
sideration  is  being  given  to  the  best  way  of  dealing  with  these  houses. 

A  small  number  of  closed,  unfit  houses  were  substantially  recon¬ 
ditioned  by  private  owners  up  to  a  previously  agreed  modern  standard 
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of  repair  and  amenity,  and  the  Council  rescinded  the  closing  orders  as 
soon  as  these  works  were  completed. 

Several  private  houses,  mostly  in  areas  scheduled  to  be  affected  by 
roadworks  or  planned  redevelopment,  were  offered  for  sale  to  the 
Council.  These  were  inspected  by  myself  and  a  member  of  the 
Borough  Engineer’s  staff  so  that  when  the  offers  were  due  to  be  con¬ 
sidered,  the  Council  had  the  benefit  of  reports  on  the  condition,  future 
life,  and  cost  of  improvements  necessary  before  the  properties  could  be 
considered  as  suitable  for  adding  to  the  stock  of  Council  owned  housing 
accommodation. 

Statistics 

Houses  built  by  private  enterprise  during  1969  .  .  364 

Houses  built  by  the  Council  during  1969  .  .  .  59 

Standard  Grants  given  for  house  improvements  .  .  99 

Discretionary  Grants  given  for  house  improvements  .  124 

Houses  made  fit  for  human  habitation : 

{a)  After  informal  action  .  .  .  .  42 

(b)  After  formal  action  under  Public  Health  Act  .  18 

(c)  After  formal  action  under  Housing  Acts  .  .  16 

Families  rehoused  from  unfit  houses  .  .  .  13 

Condemned  houses  demolished  .  .  .  .  10 

Closing  Orders  and  Undertakings  on  unfit  houses  .  10 

Closing  Orders  revoked  after  houses  made  fit  .  .  3 

Inspections  of  houses  under  the  Public  Health  Act  .  297 

Inspections  of  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts  .  305 

Revisits  to  houses  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  .  820 

Revisits  to  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts .  741 

Visits  Concerning  Environmental  Health  Conditions 

Accumulations .  .  .  .  .  .  251 

Animals  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Caravans  .  .  .  .  .  .  59 

Camping  Sites .  .  .  .  .  .  89 

Controlled  Tips  .  .  .  .  .  61 

Dirty  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  66 

Dirty  Persons  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Drainage  .  .  .  .  .  .  871 

Drain  Tests  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Factories  (Mechanical  Power)  .  .  .  .  105 

Factories  (Non-Mechanical  Power)  .  .  .  34 

Noise  Complaints  .  .  .  .  .  120 

Offensive  Smells  .  .  .  .  .  149 

Piggeries  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 
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Pigeons 

Dust  and  Smoke 
Verminous  Premises 

Notices  Served 


Informal  .  .  106 

Statutory  .  .  14 


(P.H.A.10,  H.A.4) 


147 

203 

61 


Complied  with  .  78 

Complied  with  .  34 


(P.H.A.18,  H.A.16, 

this  includes  compliance 

with  notices  served  in  1968) 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

During  the  swimming  season  frequent  calls  were  made  at  the  twelve 
open  air  baths  in  use  in  the  borough  and  forty-nine  samples  of  bath 
water  were  obtained  for  bacteriological  examination.  Only  two  of 
these  samples  were  unsatisfactory. 

Quite  a  lot  of  time  was  devoted  to  looking  at  swimming  baths  used 
at  schools.  Two  new  permanent  open  air  baths  were  put  into  use  at 
schools  and  as  often  happens,  brought  new  problems  which  had  to  be 
sorted  out.  On  two  occasions  the  headmaster  was  advised  to  close 
one  bath  until  temporary  difficulties  could  be  overcome,  and  it  is 
reassuring  to  state  that  in  this  as  in  other  cases  where  problems  arose, 
one  found  that  school  staffs  readily  did  all  they  could  to  keep  school 
bathing  safe  and  hygienic. 
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THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 
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Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  (including  General  Inspections)  to  Registered  Premises — 483 


ANALYSIS  BY  WORKPLACE  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES  AT  END  OF  YEAR 
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PROSECUTIONS 


Prosecutions  instituted  of  which  the  hearing  was  completed  in  the 

year 

Section  of  Act  or  title  of 
Regulations  or  Order 

Number  of 
informations  laid 

Number  of 
informations  leading 
to  a  conviction 

S.16(4) 

1 

1 

Number  of  persons  or  companies  prosecuted — 1. 

Number  of  complaints  (or  summary  applications)  made  under  section 
22— Nil. 

Number  of  interim  orders  granted — Nil. 

STAFF 

Number  of  inspectors  appointed  under  section  52  (1)  or  (5)  of  the  Act — 
5. 

Number  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their  time  on  work  in 
connection  with  the  Act — Nil. 
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CONTRAVENTIONS 


Unsatisfactory  Conditions  Found  and  Remedied  during  1969 


Contravention 

No.  of  premises 
affected 

No.  of  premises 
where  contra¬ 
vention  has  been 
remedied 

Absence  of  Abstract  . 

6 

3 

Unsatisfactory  Cleanliness 

20 

28 

Overcrowding 

1 

1 

Insufficient  Heating  . 

4 

2 

Absence  of  Thermometer 

5 

5 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

5 

5 

Insufficient  Lighting  . 

2 

2 

Defective  Floors 

9 

8 

Dangerous  Openings  . 

2 

4 

Seats  Required  (Shops) 

2 

2 

„  ,,  (Offices) 

— 

— 

Footrests  Required 

— 

— 

Machinery  in  need  of  Guarding 

4 

4 

Stairs  and  Passages  : 

(i a )  Defective  Condition 

4 

4 

(b)  Handrails  required 

4 

2 

(c)  Insufficient  Lighting 

— 

— 

First  Aid  Boxes  Required 

3 

3 

Absence  of  Drinking  Water 

2 

1 

Clothing  Accommodation  Re¬ 
quired 

3 

1 

Washing  Facilities  : 

(< a )  Insufficient 

7 

4 

(b)  Defective  Condition 

3 

8 

(c)  Insufficient  Lighting 

— 

— 

(d)  Absence  of  H.  and  C.  Water 

1 

3 

(e)  Absence  of  Soap  and  Towels 

— 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

3 

( b )  Insufficient  Lighting 

8 

4 

(c)  Insufficient  Ventilation  . 

3 

3 

(d)  Defective  Condition 

4 

8 

Disposal  of  Sanitary  Dressings . 

— 

— 

These  contraventions  were  in  respect  of  38  premises. 
Contraventions  were  remedied  in  full  in  respect  of  42  premises. 


ACCIDENTS 

There  were  seven  accidents  reported  during  the  year  affecting  five 
men  and  two  women  and  brief  details  of  these  are  as  follows. 

1.  Man  slipped  off  bottom  tread  of  stairway  and  sprained  his  ankle. 
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2.  Man  cut  his  finger  whilst  using  a  band  saw. 

3.  Man  carrying  a  base  of  a  divan  bed  dropped  it  on  his  foot. 

4.  Woman  slipped  from  second  step  of  a  ladder  and  sprained  her 
ankle. 

5.  Woman  was  getting  a  bathroom  cabinet  from  the  stockroom  and 
a  glass  shelf  in  the  cabinet  fell  out  and  cut  her  eyelid. 

6.  Man  installing  equipment  in  a  beer  cellar  struck  his  head  on  a 
low  beam. 

7.  Man  was  carrying  bottles  of  wine  from  a  cellar,  both  hands 
were  full  and  he  lost  his  balance  and  fell  down  the  stairs.  He 
sustained  a  fractured  pelvis. 

In  my  annual  report  for  1968  I  reported  that  a  man  fell  through  an 
unguarded  trap  door  opening  in  the  first  floor  of  a  warehouse  and 
fractured  his  spine.  At  the  end  of  1968  legal  proceedings  were 
pending. 

The  owners  of  the  warehouse  were  prosecuted  for  a  contravention 
of  Section  16(4)  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 
This  section  requires  all  openings  in  floors  to  be  securely  fenced  except 
in  so  far  as  the  nature  of  the  work  renders  such  fencing  impracticable. 

At  the  court  hearing  the  company  pleaded: 

1.  That  it  was  impracticable  to  use  the  open  trap  door  for  lowering 
or  hoisting  articles  whilst  the  guard  fence  was  in  position. 

2.  That  the  staircase  was  unsuitable  for  the  passage  of  heavy  loads. 

3.  That  if  the  guard  fence  had  been  used  with  three  sides  in 
position  and  one  side  removed  to  permit  lowering  of  materials, 
this  would  still  have  made  the  operation  a  dangerous  one. 

4.  That  it  was  possible  for  a  person  to  fall  through  the  open  trap 
door  with  the  guard  fence  in  position. 

The  magistrates  found  the  defendant  guilty  and  imposed  a  fine  of 
.£100  plus  .£10  advocates  fee. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

981  complaints  of  rat  and  mouse  infestations  were  recorded  during 
the  year  and  treatments  of  the  affected  and  adjoining  premises  were 
carried  out  by  the  two  rodent  operators  employed  by  the  Council. 
One  treatment  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out  and  the  level  of  infestation 
was  very  minor. 

The  Senior  Rodent  Operator,  Mr.  G.  E.  Steward,  retired  in  April 
on  reaching  the  age  of  sixty-five  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Bruce  was 
appointed.  Mr.  G.  Ansdell  took  over  as  Senior  Rodent  Operator. 

Details  of  the  work  undertaken  are  tabulated  on  page  21  and  I  would 
again  record  my  appreciation  of  the  conscientious  and  efficient  manner 
in  which  the  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  rodent  operators. 
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Non 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Number  treated  for  rats 

1196 

8 

Number  treated  for  mice 

429 

— 

CAMPING  SITES 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  approved  the 
proposal  contained  in  the  Review  of  the  Town  Map  to  retain  the 
holiday  camping  facilities  at  North  Denes.  This  clears  the  way  for 
the  Council  to  consider  means  of  improving  the  site  and  providing 
additional  amenities,  it  is  anticipated  that  these  works  will  commence 
during  1970. 

Outline  planning  permission  was  given  for  the  extension  of  one 
small  holiday  caravan  site. 

Inspections  of  all  sites  were  made  and  facilities  were  found  to  be  in 
a  satisfactory  condition. 

There  are  licensed  sites  in  the  Borough  for  473  holiday  and  95 
permanent  caravans. 


ERADICATION  OF  VERMIN 
The  outside  assistant  dealt  with  the  following  matters : 


Wasps  nests  .  .  .  .  155 

Ants,  earwigs,  cockroach  infestations,  etc .  45 

Fumigations  of  houses,  etc.  .  .  13 

Bedding  destroyed  .  .  .  6  lots 

Bedding  disinfected  .  .  .  6  lots 


From  time  to  time  he  also  used  the  wire  cage  pigeon  traps  to  capture 
wild  pigeons  roosting  in  the  town  centre  and  121  birds  were  trapped. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

A  number  of  complaints  concerning  foreign  objects  in  food  and  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  purchased  food  were  received  and  thoroughly 
investigated.  Representatives  of  manufacturers  were  required  to  visit 
the  department  to  discuss  the  complaints  and  assurances  were  obtained 
that  vigorous  inspection  at  factory  level  would  take  place  in  an  effort 
to  eliminate  such  complaints.  One  must,  however,  be  realistic  and 
it  is  obvious  that  despite  the  precautions  manufacturers  take  to  ensure 
the  quality  of  the  food  they  produce,  foreign  bodies  are  very  often 
present  in  the  ingredients  used  in  manufacture  and  human  beings  are 
fallible.  Food  processing  and  packing  is  carried  out  at  such  a  speed 
that  the  inefficiency  of  one  worker  can  prejudice  the  quality  of  a 
product.  I  am  certain  that  no  manufacturer  knowingly  is  prepared  to 
risk  his  reputation  by  selling  food  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser. 
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The  coding  of  products  does  enable  the  manufacturer  to  establish  the 
date  of  production  and  in  many  cases  the  actual  group  of  employees 
responsible  for  the  food  processing,  thus  he  can  ensure  that  proper 
supervision  is  given  to  a  particular  processing  line.  Having  said  that, 
there  are  occasions  when  by  ordinary  care  and  attention  complaints 
could  be  avoided  and  on  these  occasions  firm  action  must  be  taken 
by  a  local  authority. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  a  signet  ring  found  in  a 
sausage  and  the  defendant  was  fined  £10. 

One  prosecution  was  undertaken  concerning  unhygienic  conditions 
in  a  retail  food  shop.  The  defendant  was  fined  £50  plus  costs. 

A  four-day  course  in  food  hygiene  for  kitchen  and  canteen  staffs 
was  held  at  the  Lowestoft  Technical  College  and  was  attended  by  staff 
from  school  canteens  and  from  holiday  camps.  All  the  arrangements 
for  this  course  were  made  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  of 
Lothingland  R.D.C.  (Graham  Horne,  Esq.)  together  with  Dr.  A.  C. 
Gee,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  we  assisted  by  giving  talks  on 
particular  aspects  of  food  hygiene.  From  my  own  personal  obser¬ 
vations  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  course  was  of  great  value  to  those 
who  attended. 

Mobile  food  businesses  were  inspected  and  generally  speaking  the 
standards  of  equipment  and  hygiene  found  were  quite  good. 

Number  of  Food  Premises  and  Inspections  made  of  same 


Type  of  food  premises 

Number 

Inspections 

Bakery  Depots 

1 

1 

Bakehouses 

9 

44 

Butcher’s  Shops 

53 

142 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

64 

191 

Canteens . 

30 

43 

Confectioner’s  Shops 

68 

39 

Cold  Stores 

6 

14 

Food  Factories 

16 

69 

Fish  Curers 

7 

36 

Fishmonger’s  Shops 

10 

14 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

Greengrocer’s  Shops 

Grocer’s  Shops  and  Warehouses 

30 

48 

31 

47 

166 

348 

Holiday  Camps  . 

1 

1 

Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises 

127 

139 

Shrimp  Boilers 

1 

1 

UNSOUND  FOOD  CONDEMNED 

Many  tins  of  Hungarian  ham  and  meat  products  were  condemned 
after  being  imported  into  Lowestoft  and  released  for  wholesale  dis¬ 
tribution.  On  inspection  at  the  time  of  importation  each  consignment 
appeared  to  be  sound,  but  as  time  went  by  many  cans  developed  signs 
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of  unsoundness.  I  contacted  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  reporting  that  these  products  were  suspect.  After 
consultations  between  the  Ministry,  the  importers  and  the  Hungarian 
authorities,  the  importers  agreed  not  to  distribute  remaining  stocks 
held  at  Lowestoft.  These  stocks  were  eventually  removed  for  re¬ 
export  to  Hungary.  The  Ministry  subsequently  removed  the  Hun¬ 
garian  processing  establishments  from  the  list  of  approved  premises 
from  which  meat  products  can  be  imported  into  this  country.  It 
appeared  to  me  that  these  products  had  not  been  sufficiently  well 
processed  and  deterioration  occurred  progressively  the  longer  the  cans 
were  kept  in  store. 

207  visits  were  made  to  inspect  food. 

Condemnations  of  unsound  food  were  as  follows: 


Beans  .  .  .  .  .  968  bags 

Biscuits  .  .  .  .  .  47  packets 

Beverages  .  .  .  .  .  40  bottles 

Butter  .  .  .  .  .  134  packets 

Cocoa  Butter  .  .  .  .  .  271  lbs. 

Cheese  .  .  .  .  .  285  lbs. 

Cream  .  .  .  .  .  64  tins 

Fish  (fresh)  .  .  .  .  .  90  stones 

Fish  (canned)  .  .  .  .  .  939  cans 

Fruit  (canned) .  .  .  .  .  2,435  cans 

Ice  Cream,  Mousse,  etc.  .  .  .  757  packets 

Meat  (fresh)  .  .  .  .  .  319  lbs. 

Meat  (canned)  .  .  .  .  2,050  cans 

Pastry  .  .  .  .  .  104  packets 

Sausages  .  .  .  .  .  224  packets 

Soup .  .  .  .  .  .  5,531  cans 

Tomatoes  .  .  .  .  .  348  cans 

Vegetables  .  .  .  .  .  2,469  cans 


Condemned  fish  was  disposed  of  to  a  fish  meal  factory  and  the 
remaining  articles  were  buried  in  the  Council  tips. 


MILK 

Bacteriological  Sampling 


Untreated 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

U.H.T. 

Samples  tested  .  — 

93 

3 

2 

Satisfactory  results  .  — 

83 

3 

2 

Unsatisfactory  results 

5 

— 

— 

Tests  void  because  of 
excessive  atmospheric 
temperature  .  — 

5 

— 

— 

Eight  samples  of  School  Milk  (pasteurised)  were  tested  and  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

No  Untreated  milk  was  sold  in  the  Borough  to  my  knowledge 
during  the  year. 
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Our  concern  that  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  failed  to  pass  the 
statutory  test  was  conveyed  to  the  licensing  authorities  of  the  area 
where  the  milk  was  bottled.  It  was  learned  that  there  had  been 
difficulties  with  the  quality  of  bulk  milk  consignments  to  the  dairies 
and  certain  deliveries  had  been  refused  acceptance.  The  Milk  Mar¬ 
keting  Board  and  Milk  Officers  had  been  asked  to  help  and  had  allotted 
new  sources  of  supply  to  the  pasteurising  plants.  From  September 
onwards  the  samples  taken  by  this  department  were  satisfactory. 

All  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  passed  the  Phosphatase  Test  (the 
test  for  adequate  pasteurisation). 

Biological  Sampling 

Eight  samples  of  milk  from  the  six  dairy  herds  in  the  Borough  area 
were  tested  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacillus,  Brucella  Abortus 
and  Penicillin  Residues.  All  results  were  negative.  The  milk  from 
these  herds  is  taken  to  pasteurising  dairies  and  I  did  not  come  across 
the  sale  of  any  Untreated  Milk  during  the  year. 

Compositional  Sampling 


Pasteurised  Sterilised  U.ll.T. 

Samples  tested  .  .  90  3  2 

Satisfactory  results  .  90  3  2 


ICE  CREAM 


Samples  tested  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Satisfactory  results  .  .  .  .  .  16 


All  were  of  locally  made  soft  mix  ice  cream. 

FOOD  SAMPLES 


Number  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  .  .  .  144 

Number  reported  to  be  satisfactory  .  .  .  132 

Reasons  for  unsatisfactory  reports  by  the  Analyst: 

Misleading  descriptions .  .  .  .  .  2 

Incorrect  description,  list  of  ingredients  or  illustration  on  label  5 

Presence  of  non-permitted  colouring  matter  .  .  1 

Deficiencies  in  contents  .  .  .  .  3 

Presence  of  excessive  copper  .  .  .  .  1 


Appropriate  action  was  taken  to  ensure  that  future  products  of  the 
twelve  unsatisfactory  articles  would  comply  with  the  food  regulations. 
A  very  small  stock  of  articles  containing  non-permitted  colouring 
matter  was  withdrawn  from  local  sale  and  condemned. 
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LOWESTOFT  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1969 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  Dr.  A.  C.  Gee 
Chief  Port  Health  Inspector:  H.  Cormack 
Deputy  Port  Health  Inspector:  F.  G.  S.  Hill 

CHARACTER  OF  PORT 

The  outer  harbour  consists  of  the  Waveney  Dock,  Hamilton  Dock, 
and  Trawl  Dock  and  the  inner  harbour  is  formed  by  Lake  Lothing 
from  the  Swing  Bridge  to  Mutford  Lock. 

The  outer  harbour  is  used  for  the  landing  of  white  fish  and  herrings 
and  for  the  fuelling  and  icing  of  the  fishing  fleet.  The  inner  harbour 
is  used  for  ship  building,  repairs,  and  servicing  of  shipping  and  general 
commercial  use. 

During  the  year  the  outer  harbour  was  completely  fenced,  a  new 
gate  house  was  built  at  the  entrance  which  will  allow  for  eventual 
control  by  police.  Certain  road  works  in  conjunction  with  the  above 
were  carried  out  at  the  entrance  to  the  outer  harbour  and  to  facilitate 
traffic  movement  a  roundabout  was  constructed. 

The  new  processing  hall  occupied  by  Mac  Fisheries  was  completed 
during  the  year. 

The  buildings  previously  occupied  by  Yarmouth  Stores  and  Pryce’s 
were  vacated  and  demolished. 


MEDICAL  SERVICES 

The  Port  Medical  Officer  is  frequently  asked  for  medical  advice 
regarding  injured  or  sick  seamen  aboard  vessels  making  for  the  port. 
Details  of  these  cases  come  to  the  shipping  agents  concerned,  by  radio 
telephone. 

Foreign  seamen  are  seen  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer  and  either 
sent  to  hospital  or  the  master  of  the  vessel  given  instructions  regarding 
suitable  treatment.  Seamen  on  local  boats,  who  live  in  the  district 
are  referred  to  their  own  family  doctors. 

The  Royal  National  Mission  to  Deep  Sea  Fishermen  has  a  modern 
hostel  for  fishermen  in  the  town,  to  which  a  local  general  practitioner 
is  attached  for  any  medical  services  that  may  be  required. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Mains  water  is  supplied  throughout  the  docks,  metered  supplies 
are  provided  to  every  office  and  fish  merchants  stands.  Additional 
supply  points  are  provided  for  the  watering  of  trawlers  and  for  the 
cleansing  of  the  fish  market. 
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MARKET  CLEANSING 


The  fish  markets  are  hosed  down  daily  using  mains  water  and  this 
work  has  been  efficiently  carried  out  all  through  the  year  by  the  em¬ 
ployees  of  the  Docks  Board. 


FISH  LANDINGS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1,927  landings  were  made  by  trawlers  during  the  year.  Two  new 
vessels  joined  the  fleet  and  six  vessels  transferred  from  other  ports. 
Against  these  additions  eight  vessels  were  sold  and  one  vessel  sank 
after  a  collision.  Three  trawlers  carried  out  boxing  and  icing  of  fish 
at  sea. 

The  quantities  and  values  of  fish  landed  during  1969  are  as  follows: 


Cwts. 

Value  (£s) 

Brill  . 

174 

2,135 

Catfish 

1,933 

6,068 

Cod  . 

106,538 

461,092 

Conger  Eels 

5 

19 

Dabs 

2,474 

10,762 

Dogfish  . 

6,372 

24,834 

Gurnards . 

461 

1,113 

Haddock  . 

31,275 

98,515 

Hake 

230 

2,333 

Halibut 

34 

602 

Lemon  Soles 

6,347 

80,700 

Ling 

595 

865 

Mackerel  (Trawl) 

25 

89 

Monkfish . 

381 

2,325 

Plaice 

299,435 

1,950,277 

Pollock 

106 

299 

Roes 

214 

1,347 

Saithe 

559 

1,144 

Skates/Rays 

6,250 

28,398 

Soles 

4,451 

141,651 

Turbot 

9,697 

188,516 

Whiting  . 

1,330 

4,116 

Witches  . 

234 

1,237 

All  others . 

475 

1,304 

479,595  £3,009,741 


IMPORTED  FOOD 

Regular  importations  of  canned  meat,  canned  cream,  frozen  meat 
and  offal  were  received  at  the  shipping  company  warehouse  and  samples 
were  inspected  prior  to  release  for  distribution  to  inland  storage 
depots.  Mostly  these  foodstuffs  were  of  a  high  quality  and  condem¬ 
nations  only  occurred  in  two  consignments  of  Hungarian  meat  products. 
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INSPECTIONS 


1,239  inspections  of  trawlers  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  the  sanitary  conditions  aboard  ship,  water  supply  and  the  cleanli¬ 
ness  of  fish  rooms. 

The  attention  of  the  owners  was  drawn  to  the  following  matters: 


Unsatisfactory  cleanliness  of  fish  holds  .  .  41 

Galleys  and  cabins  in  need  of  cleansing  and  painting  .  12 

Water  tanks  in  need  of  cleansing  .  .  .  24 

W.C.  pans  requiring  renewal  .  .  .  2 

Food  lockers  requiring  cleaning  and  painting  .  .  13 

Dirty  bedding  .  .  .  .  11 


As  in  previous  years  the  owners  gave  instructions  for  these  con¬ 
ditions  to  be  remedied  immediately  after  notification. 


FISH  INSPECTION 

All  white  fish  landed  was  inspected  daily  before  the  commencement 
of  the  fish  auction  sales.  Several  kits  of  unsound  fish  were  condemned 
and  disposed  of  for  fish  meal  manufacture. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

241  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  the  issue  of  certificates 
under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping) 
(Amendment  No.  2)  Order,  1956. 


VERMIN 

Crew  accommodation  was  disinfested  for  the  following  causes : 


Lice  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Scabies  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Fleas  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 


CONCLUSION 

It  is  once  again  our  pleasure  to  place  on  record  our  appreciation  of 
the  ready  and  willing  co-operation  which  has  at  all  times  been  accorded 
to  the  Public  Health  Department  by  the  Docks  Manager  and  his  staff, 
the  District  Fisheries  Officer,  H.M.  Customs  and  Excise  Officers,  and 
the  various  sections  of  the  fishing  industry. 
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No  occurrence  of  this  disease 
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Flood  &  Son,  Ltd.,  The  Borough  Press,  Lowestoft 


No  Change 
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